Meandering Memories
from the old cardboard box

Dennis Fowle (1945-51)

HEN the President sugqgested ane article for the
Maroon 1 tumed oo my old cordboand box ol
iernones lornspiration: Erght hovrs ol happyg nostalgia
later not a sinle sweord had been sel dosar on paper bul
pethaps o tandom sampling of my research waill also
bring back pleasant memories lor my contemporanies

Whhen st entered e Schoob o 5 the sear warn
st at an end, although T eertamly did not feel iy any
way depived, Trealise now that thimes were pretiy hard

Falee just one example. The only Schaol iip wan
1o the ranlway workshops al Ashiond. Hlow T envied the
porty of Borden pupils who swaent an o cncket tour ta
Parbados Tast vear, Flow times have chanaged!

Iy oy canliest days e Schiond was weleoming back
teachers after war service Me A Macomltlan dphigs
wal tradndng ) rom the AT and Me T Saelling Hrench)
fromn the Aoy Inc the plagingg felds, near the sports
paviion, were two ar-rakd dug-ones with the enfrances
well femced ofl You went near those ander peril ol
cantnag Trom the Fleadmaster {George ardyl  but there svere daredesils prepared sill o take
the visle Tand pay the penalty

My lowe of sport was already well developed by then (g apologies i this becomes ton ewident
in the artcled! T was o devoted member of the under- B3 teams but my schoolboy heroes were
starnineg i the Tat Xlso Flow cam 10 s o remember the senior boys ahead ol yon and how
ciificult to vecall the jumiors who Tollowsed!

In 1996 the exicket team plaged (s Hist peace e season for seven years, Captaln sas Jin
Hedelle and his star perlormers were Roy Weller (top ol Both batting and bowling averages with
A9 wickets at B2 wans each) and Moo Priston (second s batting and fomeh iy bossding swith 34
wichets)

How 1 would have Joved ta play onc that top piteh foy the Tae XE From the sidelines then it
All Tooked o adult and maanificent. When my tarme comee, and D was the proad captain of that X1,
it all seemed so much more natural and less alamorons

Crichet traditton at Borden waos very stromg —— thandes Targely to the enthiasiasim of two smnasters
both closely inked o successtul clubs i the area M G Dawkans and Mo A Flighton The
cricket square also had a repatation for qood wickets due 1o the meticulons devation of Me Floloess,
the qroundsman

Jobn Barry was captam ol the soceer teame and D atill have exctting memaonies of watehing
aforward line made up of o very st and havd-shooting centre - forward in Alan Dowey, with Alan
Priston and Bran Tyler on his lett and Boy Weller, and Alan's brother Bob Douey an the right

I was o member of Swale Flovse and i those carlly days we alwaoys seemed 1o be the
undevdogs, I all seemed so unfalr af the e Final Bowse points in TM5A0 werve s Borden 20214,
School 24607, Bavow 22607 and Swale o measly 15500 Much better times were ahead,
however, and pride in Swale Howse was o be fully yestored
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I those days it made nesws 1o master came o School i a cars There was plenty ol yoom
to parke an thae patl i front ol the headimastes™ yoom [ thinde it wan English teacher Meo Nichaolls
who started the fashion: How a sisth-Tonmer's stock wonld have visen had he doven himsell 1o
School — but that was 1o be many years ahead,

I wan about this e that the Old Boys dectded 1o erect a clack in the capola of the School
asamemorial to those swho died i the swar: From then on tme on the playing feld seemed endless

Speech doy wan always a very special occaston: 10 was o relaxed but very proud day and 1
well vemember the Rew, M Pagles {of Murston) conducting the service at St Michael's. His
sons, Peter and David, were both puptls and excellent sportsmen: They Tormed the School table
fermis team which made such remarkable progreess in the national school competition

I held the prize-sanners an bigh esteem, 1 was never 1o be called 16 that stage 16 recelve an
award for school worle, My second fomm colleaquens who toolk such honowrs In 1997 included |
Chelton, J) Davies, J0 Delatne, 10 Denne (8 think e was alwags Tt ocomy class), 1 Fagles, R
Hont, M, Revell and WL Spice

Frenmemnber feeling very sad when Mo Alan Hlighton left as our deputy headmaster 1o become
head of Waestlands Secondary School i P98 T Telt even then that | had Tost o fiend, T remember
hien bowlding at me foy hours on the playground tiging 16 improve my square cut, [ lelt he could
teach me just about anything

That same year the Lot XE played 1o matches  including six during coiclet weelo witly one
all day game against the parents. | have olten been shocked i orecent years by the few qames
played by the T X1

Iy 1949 3 new loan collection of paintings decorated the corridors of the School Just imagine
the uproar when a boved pupth waiting 1o enter the seoodwaorls roon used the point of his protracto
to seratehy a very nanghity four - letter word vight across the painting. Al plaging hields were out of
bonnds and all School spovt was cancelled until the culpeit come 1o lght two or thyee weeks lates
It was probably the greatest scandal ol my School days - although some verny naughtg photographs
oll o boat from the Tsle of Sheppey ran this a close second. You really were not in' i yon had
nol acen those photographs

Sport wan tneh more wholesome and the success of Swale Bogs tn soceer's Fletcher Trophy
caused tremendous local nterest e 1999 Very big crosds tumed ont Tor o twao-leg final against
North East Kent and, altes Swale won that, our team was matched with ord, the champions of
Fomdon, at the Bull Ground, Stttingbourne, ancaid of the toswn clube This qarme attracted o cvowed
Close 1o 20000 but we Tost 2 1 The official programme cost twopence

Two plays each year one by the School and the other by the Old Bogs  alwags created
Aot ol nterest. My maim memony qoes back o 1999 when the School presented " The Hanty
Fleant™ on three evenings just betove Chrlstmas. Star ol that show was Beg Waterman as the dying
Lachlen with Tormer head boy Garth Book as the Yanke The Old Boys put on “Arsenie and Ol
Lace™ i the January. These plays always seemed 1o reach o veny high standard,

I always Tooke on my Jast two years at Borden as the happlest and ot eventiol - the fist
ol those years was spenl stadying Tor the General School Certificate and Matncalation. Tt was a
tine when close tiiendships were formaed for e with classmates such as Reg Robson, Bill
Clements, Jef! Spice, Alan Smith, Bran Weatherall, Dan Devme, Barey Davies

I haed pust ome year i the st Tovm - where My Hardy and Enghsh master Meo Beer spent
tine peparing me lor ajoumalistic career when Fwas nobinvolved in sport and many other Schonl
activities They were very happy years

Mow, when | ool back over o distance of almost A0 gears, | reflect on who and whal swere
the greatest mlluences onomy he at that e, Pride n School sell and that sense of belonging
1o something very special were paramount

[0 e teaching staft who really make the School, howevey and [was lortunate 1o have such
strong and warm personalities as George Hordy, Alan Flighton, Stan Ashby, 'Geoger TRE, Dy
Howard, George Dawkins and Mr C B Beer to inlluence my Tulure one way or another
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